
You didn't just give a couple of 
tickets, you gave me a chance to 
engage the outside world, you 
gave me a feeling of belonging, 
you have given me the first step 
to being a real person again. 

-Anthony, US Army veteran

I hope that you are able to  
continue to make dreams come 
true as you have done for my  
family! Thank you for the fusion 
of family and art where we were 
able to eliminate the outside 
world for just a few minutes!  

-Adam, US Army Currently Serving

Vet Tix is giving away more  
than just tickets. You are  
giving away love, happiness,  
hope and fun for men, women  
and families who have served.  
–Keenyana, US Army veteran



Veteran Tickets Foundation (Vet Tix) provides tickets to events 

which reduce stress, strengthen family bonds, build life-long  

memories and encourage service members and veterans to stay 

engaged with local communities and American life. We support  

our troops by honoring their service and providing positive family 

and life experiences, during and after their years of service to our 

country. 

Vet Tix provides tickets to ALL branches of currently-serving 

military and veterans, including immediate family of troops  

killed in action. 

Ticket for Troops 
810,801 Tickets Distributed in 2016! 

Over 2.5 million tickets since 2008! 

Thanks to Vet Tix I was 

able to take my Son to 

watch our favorite team 

and have some Father-

Son bonding time. After 

24 years active duty, you 

sacrifice so many things 

like birthdays and so 

many special occasion 

that only Veterans un-

derstand the importance 

of making up for lost 

time. That’s why I am so 

thankful to Vet Tix for 

helping me with this!!!    

- Miguel, US Navy

 Currently Serving

405,074 tickets  
   to 5,294 sporting events 

 51,884 tickets  
    to 2,240 performing arts 
  productions 

  266,034 tickets  
 to 3,360 concerts 

   48,710 tickets 
      to 569 family &  
    educational events 

Continuing to grow! 

We added 150,833 VetTixers in 2016 

and now have over 560,000 members across the USA! 



The Vet Tix 2016 survey results showed that veterans attend fewer events per year 

than the average American. Respondents had higher than average household sizes, 

making events less affordable. Veterans also reported feeling isolated from civilians 

and having trouble readjusting to American and civilian life. This confirms our vets 

have a greater need of encouragement to take part in family and community events 

and activities which assist their reintegration processes. 

I am very grateful for the opportunity to engage in the 

hockey events that I've attended. Being diagnosed with 

PTSD has provided some clarity to what's holding me 

back from getting home to my family. The statement 

"it's like being home physically but not mentally" hold  

a lot of truth. However, through these events like this, 

knowing that I am privileged to attend the events 

through a thankful donation, has very much helped me 

to mentally come home as well. Spending time with my 

family and kids doing things that everyone enjoys really 

elevates my desire to see my kids so happy and finally 

find a way back to being with them 100%. I'd like to 

say very genuinely, THANK YOU, to all the contribu-

tors, this wouldn't have been possible without these 

family events and ultimately finding my way back 

home.  

Our VetTixers 

69% have been deployed to combat & 60% deployed overseas 

65% have experienced depression, anxiety or PTSD relating to their 
military service 

55% had trouble readjusting to American / civilian life 

60% attended 2 or less events a year before Vet Tix 

Our Impact 

54% Increased event attendance after joining Vet Tix 

98% reported attending events improved their relationships 

87% stated Vet Tix improves their well-being 

64% said they are more engaged / communicative with people they 
take to events 

57% had attended a new type of event 

Vet Tix 2016 Impact Survey 
Vet Tix conducted one of the largest veteran surveys of 2016 
with over 44,000 VetTixers responding.  



30 Disney theme parks    

13 Sporting events  

  2 Concerts &  

  1 Broadway show! 

Hero’s Wish 
48 Wishes fulfilled in 2016! 

About Hero’s Wish 

Recently deployed, severely wounded and families of those 

killed in action are shouldering the hardest burdens of 

military service. Their duty has impacted their lives and 

families in ways the rest of America can only imagine.  

The Hero's Wish program allows these veterans to request 

tickets to a one-time dream event, such as a trip to 

Disneyland, VIP backstage passes to a concert or a trip 

onto the field during a special game. 

 I would like to personally thank 

all of the great people who have  

donated to my Hero's Wish. It is 

because of people like you and 

Vet Tix that keeps us knowing  

that we are not forgotten. This 

event was the first one I have been 

to since being severely injured and 

losing my men on 22 April 2011.  

I had one of the best times of my 

life. I would like for the special 

people who have  donated and  

Vet Tix to know that you have  

a special place in my heart. My 

spirit has been lifted, I realized  

that life doesn't have to be stuck  

in the house isolated. All of you 

were a part of this and hopefully  

it touches your hearts as much as  

it touched mine. Thank you and 

may GOD bless you all.   
– Roger, Severely Wounded 

 Army Veteran 

With generous help from our donors, 

Vet Tix has fulfilled 305 wishes to  

227 recently deployed veterans,  

66 to severely wounded veterans,  

and 11 KIA families since 2010.   

Tickets to Disney theme parks have been our 

most requested  for the last four years. 



A 
Message 

from 
the 

CEO

Air Force Association 

Armed Services YMCA 

Enlisted Association of the National Guard 

Military & Veteran Caregiver Network 

National Military Family Association 

PsychArmor 

Department of Veteran Affairs Caregiver  

Support Program 

Live Nation 

Messina Touring Group LLC  

Phoenix Suns 

AEG Live 

Arizona Coyotes 

New York Islanders 

University of Notre Dame 

University of Texas Athletics 

Phoenix International Raceway 

San Francisco 49ers 

The Phoenix Symphony 

Michael Vlock 

Professional Bull Riders Inc  

Monumental Sports 

Brooklyn Nets 

Arizona Diamondbacks 

Madison Square Garden Co 

New Jersey Devils 

House of Blues 

Nashville Predators 

Celebrity Theatre 

Minnesota Twins 

Cedar Park Group Sales 

University of Arkansas 

University of Southern California 

Michigan State University 

Top Ticket Donors of 2016 

New Strategic Partners in 2016 

2016 was an exciting year 
for Vet Tix. We now have 

over 500,000 VetTixers & 
have distributed over 2.5  
million tickets since 2008.  
In 2017, we are focusing on 

providing more VetTixers 
from all branches and eras 
with more opportunities to 
attend events helping them 

overcome tight budgets 
while developing renewed 
ties with their communities. 

None of this would be 
possible without the  
generous support of our 

donors and strategic  
partners. We are proud to 
continue to give back to our 
troops, veterans and the 

families who support them. 

- Michael Focareto,
CEO & Navy veteran



Thank You, Vet Tix & Sponsors, Again! My 

family is able to add several more events each 

year due to the generosity of Vet Tix donors. 

With 3 young children, one with special medical 

needs, we are able to witness some of our  

favorite teams and stay within our family budget. 

Thank You and God Bless!  

-Jason, US Navy Veteran

Veteran Tickets Foundation Financials 
Vet Tix is an independently GAAP audited, 501(c)3 non-profit. 

We are proud to be 97% to program in 2016! 

Revenue 2015 2016 

In-Kind Contributions $16,829,435 $26,017,882 

Donated Services $118,879 $7,682,802 

Program Service Revenue $1,484,897 $2,300,056 

CFC Campaign $71,918 $105,457 

Foundations & Corporate Gifts $97,553 $85,332 

Individual Donations $210,753 $362,301 

Total Funding $18,813,435 $36,553,830 

Expenses 2015 2016 

Tickets for Troops program $17,582,992 $34,923,378 

Hero's Wish program $64,422 $71,683 

Management & General $521,708 $1,063,805 

Fundraising $272,294 $78,144 

Total Expenses $18,441,416 $36,137,010 

Summary 
In 2015 Vet Tix created our first radio and television public service announcements reflected in  
increased fundraising. 2016 reflects corresponding increase in donated advertising and hiring of 
three new staff members and infrastructure expansion. 


